
 

 

 

Aflatoxin Challenges 

Due to the drought in many areas of the country this year, the presence of Aflatoxins in corn based 
products has increased significantly.  Aflatoxins are naturally occurring mycotoxins that are produced by 
many species of Aspergillus, a fungus.  Aflatoxin, (M1) can be found in milk when animals are fed 
contaminated feeds, which creates a potential threat to humans.  FDA has established action levels for 
Aflatoxin present in food to protect human and animal health. 

Milk companies are checking closely for Aflatoxins in milk and a producer can lose their milk market if 
Aflatoxin is traced to their dairy.  While most of the crops in the Northeast do not contain Aflatoxin, stocks 
from other regions may contain varying levels.  These can be found in corn grain and grain byproducts 
including distillers, brewers, distillers syrups, etc. 

At CVAS, we have several options for testing for Aflatoxin.  Aflatoxins can be tested by ELISA methods.  This 
is an approved method for grains and byproducts and offers quick turnaround time, often 1 to 2 days.  
ELISA is not an approved method for forages.  However, we can utilize this method as a quick and 
inexpensive guide to possible contamination, reporting results as potentially ‘Low, Moderate or High’.  
Aflatoxin by ELISA is $25 per sample. 

Aflatoxin can also be tested by HPLC, which is the gold standard for evaluating for Aflatoxin.  This test is 
part of our mycotoxin screen ($67.75).  We can provide just the Aflatoxin analysis by HPLC for $38.50 per 
sample.  Turnaround time is 4 to 5 business days for Aflatoxin by HPLC. 

Please feel free to contact us at CVAS to determine the most appropriate approach for testing your 
samples.  

             

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=elisa+testing&um=1&hl=en&tbo=d&biw=1920&bih=1002&tbm=isch&tbnid=AioRryWUPHcLZM:&imgrefurl=https://www.healthtap.com/topics/inhibin-b-elisa&docid=r1OFhMjRnU9-SM&imgurl=https://s3.amazonaws.com/healthtap-public/ht-staging/user_answer/reference_image/8499/large/ELISA.jpeg%3F1344947551&w=600&h=451&ei=mu3RUNSkM4-x0QGszYBg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=583&vpy=589&dur=5887&hovh=195&hovw=259&tx=143&ty=88&sig=112622246312514731087&page=1&tbnh=151&tbnw=209&start=0&ndsp=60&ved=1t:429,r:53,s:0,i:251

